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In the spring of 1885, the
Canadian Pacific Railway
was still incomplete when
the North-West Rebellion
broke out in what is now

Saskatchewan.

Government officials
needed to move troops
quickly from Eastern
Canada to

Saskatchewan, but many
doubted the unfinished
railway could handle the
task.
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Canadian Pacific Railway
General Manager William
Cornelius  Van Horne
assured the government
it could be done. Using
sections of newly laid
track and temporary
construction routes, the
CPR transported
thousands of soldiers
westward to Qu'Appelle
and other locations in the

region. The rapid
movement of  troops
helped the federal
government respond to
the uprising and
demonstrated the

strategic importance of a
transcontinental railway.
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